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to the successful conclusion of the Great War. His Royal
Highness has already seen many of the great fighting races of
India, the Mahrattas, the Rajputs, and the Gurkhas, and he will
soon have an opportunity of meeting the Sikhs, the Pathans and
other warriors of the North. We know His Royal Highness as a
sportsman. I refer not so much to his prowess in the hunting
and racing fields, the polo ground and elsewhere, as to the com-
bination of qualities usually associated with the term " sports-
man " in its wider and higher aspects, and which we of the British
Empire are accustomed by instinct and training, to regard as a
necessary equipment of those destined to lead in human affairs.
His Royal Highness has shown that he possesses the essential
qualities of the combination, for he has proved himself courage-
ous, cheerful and chivalrous. It is thus inevitable that he should
make lasting impressions upon the public mind. His Royal
Highness labours in his previous tours were labours of love, but
they imposed a heavy tax on his health, which necessitated a
temporary postponement of his visit to India. It was no light
responsibility for me to recommend to His Majesty the King-
Emperor that His Royal Highness, so soon after the recovery
from the strain of his travels in the Dominions, be invited to
fulfil his promise to visit the Indian Empire during the present
year. But having been assured that His Royal Highness had
completely recovered his health, I felt I could not, in view of the
ardent desire of the Princes and peoples of India to meet their
future Emperor to show their devotion and loyalty to the Crown,
advise a further postponement. We rejoice to find after the
experience of the past three months, and when His Royal High-
ness has performed the greater part of the varied programme of
his Indian tour, that he has achieved a veritable triumph, mainly
due to his own personality. In my judgment His Royal Highness
has never performed a greater service or, may I be permitted to
say, acquitted himself more nobly. He has had an opportunity
of seeing most of the Provinces and the leading States in India,
There remain only the Punjab and the North-West Frontier
Province before he leaves the shores of India at Karachi. This
is not the proper occasion for a review of the events of His Royal
Highness's travels up to date, but I am convinced that in
spite of certain misguided efforts to mar the success of the
visit, His Royal Highness has strengthened the ties of love and
reverence which bind the heart of India to the British Crown.
Wherever the Prince goes within the Empire, whether his foot is
on the soil of India, the pominions or his own homeland, and